
WELCOME
COVE RESERVOIR WATERSHED PROJECT

DRAFT WATERSHED PLAN-EA

PUBLIC MEETING

December 9, 2020



PURPOSE

• Introduce the Project Sponsor and Team

• Provide an overview of the NRCS’s PL-566 Program

• Present the Preferred Alternative of the proposed Cove Reservoir Project

• Inform the public on how to obtain a copy of the Draft Watershed Plan-Environmental Assessment

• Answer any questions and collect comments from the public



LEAD AGENCY / SPONSOR

LEAD FEDERAL AGENCY
• U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

• NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)

SPONSORING LOCAL ORGANIZATION
• KANE COUNTY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

IN COOPERATION WITH
• WASHINGTON COUNTY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

• BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
• NATIONAL PARK SERVICE



PROJECT TEAM

Norm Evenstad, Assistant State Conservationist

Derek Hamilton, Water Resources Coordinator
Mike Noel, Executive Director

Dirk Clayson, Private Consultant Lands and Real Estate

Alpha Engineering - Brent Gardner, Project Manager/Principal Engineer

RB&G Engineering – Brad Price, Brandon Horrocks, Dam Design

Transcon Environmental - Brian Parker, Project Coordinator/Aquatic Resources

Transcon Environmental - Ron Bolander, Biological Resources/NEPA Specialist

Scott Hoag, Jr., Economic Analyst

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

NRCS UTAH KCWCD SPONSOR

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

ENVIRONMENTAL



PROJECT SNAPSHOT

• 6,055-acre reservoir located east of Orderville, Utah

• Pipeline replacement and hydroelectric plant relocation in Glendale, Utah

• Improved agricultural and municipal water storage and supply

• Increased recreational opportunities

• Benefits to habitat for sensitive wildlife species downstream



PROJECT AUTHORITY

This Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA) has been prepared 
under the authority of Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Watershed 
Protection and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. Section 1001 et Seq.) 1954; (Public 
Law 83-566) as amended. and in accordance with Section 102(2)(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), PL 91-190, as amended.



PL-566 OVERVIEW

• The Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act (PL-566) authorizes the NRCS to help 
local organizations and governments plan and implement watershed projects

• Provides technical and financial assistance to project sponsors for planning and installing 
watershed projects (e.g., dams, debris basins, pipelines, etc.)

• Locally led NRCS teams

• Up to a 250,000-acre watershed per project





PL-566 PROJECTS

• Dams
• Channel restoration
• Diversions
• Floodwalls
• Dikes

• Upland conservation and erosion protection
• Wetland restoration

STRUCTURAL MEASURES

NON-STRUCTURAL MEASURES



NEPA PROCESS / TIMELINE

Resource Evaluation / Prepare Draft EA

SUMMER 2018 – FALL 2020

Begin Project Construction*
*(pending environmental approval and funding)

2022

Final Design*
*(pending environmental approval and funding)

2021 – 2022

• Develop project purpose & need
• Conduct agency & public scoping
• Collect baseline data
• Alternate data

• Analyze existing conditions
• Identify needed resource surveys
• Agency consultation & coordination

• Analyze alternatives
• Evaluate potential impacts to environmental resources

• Release Draft EA to public for review and comment
• Review all public and agency comments
• Prepare Final EA

• NRCS will prepare a Finding of No Significant Impact or 
recommend an Environmental Impact Statement
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PROJECT TIMELINE

Agency Review / Public Comment Period / Decision Document

FALL/WINTER 2020 – SPRING 2021

NEPA PROCESS



WHERE TO FIND THE DRAFT PLAN-EA

An electronic copy of the Cove Reservoir Project Draft Plan-EA can be 
downloaded from the NRCS project planning website at:

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ut/programs/planning/wpfp

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ut/programs/planning/wpfp


PURPOSE AND NEED

• Currently no critical water storage capacity or reliable irrigation water delivery to local 
agricultural users during the summer months

• Local water users continue to experience water shortages

• Limited capability of existing irrigation system to divert flows from the East Fork Virgin River

• Limited water-based recreation opportunities for locals and tourists

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE



PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

PURPOSE AND NEED (Cont.)

• Cove Reservoir would increase water availability by storing water during non-use periods

• Improved irrigation efficiency by providing a more consistent, reliable flow of water 
within existing irrigation systems

• Increase recreational opportunities (e.g., fishing, non-motorized boating, camping, etc.)



PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

• Provide opportunity for additional green energy 
through hydroelectric power production

• Improved habitat for sensitive species of fish and 
wildlife downstream

• Reduce evaporation losses by storing water at 
higher elevation

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS



OVERALL PROJECT MAP

INSERT PROJECT OVERVIEW MAP (W/ 
BORROW PITS, WATERSHED ETC) v

Project
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PROJECT COMPONENT MAP



HOW TO COMMENT

Official comments on the Draft Plan-EA can submitted via comment card, letter or email to the following:
Brian Parker

Transcon Environmental
1745 South Alma School Road, Suite 220

Phoenix, Arizona 85210
480-807-0095

bparker@transcon.com

Pre-addressed comment cards can be downloaded from the NRCS project planning website. Comment
cards are also available for your convenience at the Kane County Water Conservancy District Office in
Kanab, Utah.

Comments may also be provided during the virtual Q&A session following this presentation.

mailto:bparker@transcon.com


THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS 
or

COMMENTS?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18



